*    THE CORONATION    *

white skin under the fur having a close resemblance to
that of a human being. Over the paws were fitted white
gloves, with well-stuffed fingers, so that the pig-faced
lady seemed to have nice plump white arms above
them.

'The bear was strapped in a chair at the back of the
caravan, clothed in female dress, shawl, Cap, the poke
bonnet of the time, etc. In front was a table at which the
seeming lady sat, her paws being laid upon it, and all the
rest of the body from the arms of the chair downwards
hidden by drapery. Under the table was concealed a boy
with a short stick to make the pig-faced lady talk.

'When all was ready, and the booth full of spectators,
the showman would commence his patter thus, as he
pulled aside the curtains:

' "I call your attention, ladies and gentlemen, to the
greatest wonder of the world! Behold and marvel!
Madame Stevens, the pig-faced lady, who is now in her
eighteenth year. I believe this is correct, miss?" (Here
the hidden boy would prod the bear, who gave a grunt.)
"As you see, ladies and gentlemen, the young lady
understands what is said perfectly, though the peculiar
formation of her jaws has deprived her of the power of
uttering human speech in return. You were born at
Preston in Lancashire?" (Another prod and another
grunt.) ''Quite so. And you enjoy good health and are
very happy?" (Another prod and grunt.) "You are
inclined, I suppose, as other ladies, to be led by some
gentleman into the holy bonds of matrimony?'7 (Here
the boy would give an extra prod, causing the bear to
grunt angrily.) "What, no! Well, don't be cross because I
asked you!"

'This would be sure to raise a laugh and expressions of
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